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Construction Equipment…

Your construction equipment came back from
the paint shop and it looks great, just like a new
vehicle.

You’re ready to get behind the wheel and go.
But before you do, walk around the vehicle and
look at the areas that were covered by tape in
the paint booth...especially the cylinder rods.

Any tape left on a cylinder rod will scrape or
cut the rod’s seals when the rod is extended or
retracted.  A damaged seal leads to fluid leaks,
which lead to NMC equipment.

If you see any tape on the rods, take it off.   
Walk around the vehicle a few more times

and look for tape and paint on gauges, tail light
covers, grease fittings and reflectors, too.

Dear Editor,

Our unit was having trouble with the head of the AN/PSS-12 mine

detector getting broken in the field—even while it was stowed in its 

carrier. Once the head's broken, the detector's useless. 

So we made a change that helped save our heads:

We put padding in the part of the 

carrier that holds the head. Bubble wrap,

sponge foam, or styrofoam work fine and

so does a sponge—anything that will give

the head a cushion against bumps.

SPC Richard Massey

41st Engr Bn

Ft Drum, NY

(Editor's note: Thanks. It's also a good idea to
ask operators to attach the detector carrier ver-
tically to the top of their packs so that it won't
catch on trees. They should also be careful not to
damage the head when they remove their packs
or rest while wearing them.)

AN/PSS-12 Mine Detector...

Great,

feebus…

but…

I am

a little

nervous.

Don’t be. There

are only 15

million people

watching you.

But, seriously

…just try to

relax. You have

a chance to win

a lot of money. 

Okay,

feebus

…I’m

ready!

Put extra padding in carrier
where head’s stored

Remove leftover tape from
gauges and reflectors

Make sure all tape is removed
before starting your vehicle

Good evening,

everyone…

I’m Feebus

filbin.

Welcome to…

How’re

you doin’,

Sergeant?

Our contestant

tonight is Sergeant

Ray O’Hara of the

Kansas National Guard.
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That’s not

too hard,

feebus. the

answer is A,
preventive

maintenance!

Are you

sure? Do you

need any help?

any soldier

worth his

salt knows

what pm is.

So your answer is

A, right? Is that

your final answer?

“The question is:

what makes a

truck slobber?”

That’s a tough one.

I’d like to ask the

audience, feebus.

65% of the

audience

says B. What

do you say,

Sergeant

O’hara?

I-I agree with the

audience. My answer is B.
That’s my final answer.

Yes. final

answer!

what does PM
stand for?

a. preventive maintenance
b. poorly made
c. part-time maintenance
d. maintenance done only

after lunch

what makes a

truck slobber?

a. poor upbringing
b. idling too long
c. idling at too

high a speed
d. bad fuel

B is the right

answer! You’ve

just won five

thousand

dollars!

b. poorly madea. preventive
maintenance

d. maintenance done
only after lunch

c. part-time
maintenance

b. idling too longa. poor upbringing

d. bad fuelc. idling at too high
a speed

You’re right!
You’ve just won

a thousand

dollars!

good! then Here’s

your first question

for a thousand

dollars,

Sergeant O’Hara.

What

does PM

stand

for?

Your second

question is worth

five thousand

dollars.
Now, don’t

forget your 

three life-

lines… ask

the audience…

fifty-fifty…

and phone a

friend.

Seated in our

audience is

Sergeant O’Hara’s

family…

Well… what

do you say,

audience?

His wife

Debby,

his two

daughters,

Betsy and

Kate.
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What should you
do if your weapon
has a few shiny

spots?
a. send it to the depot for repairs
b. cover shiny spots with solid

film lube
c. cover spots with black shoe

polish
d. make the rest of the receiver

just as shiny
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Now we’re moving

up, Sergeant. Your

next question is

worth ten thou-

sand dollars.

I won’t have to

use any lifelines

on this one. My

answer is B.

your answer

is B.
remember,

This is for

ten

thousand

dollars.

Are you

sure? Is

that your

final

answer?

B is correct!

You’ve just won

ten thousand

dollars!

“What should you do

if your weapon has a

few shiny spots?”

“Hmm... shiny spots

on my weapon?”

“What is the most common

reason a M40 mask leaks?”

Now we’re getting into some

real money, sergeant. You

next question is worth a

hundred thousand dollars.

computer,

take  away

two wrong

answers!

That leaves a and

b, Sergeant. What’s

your answer? 

You’re

sure? That’s

your final

answer?

It

is.

What is the most
common reason a
M-40 mask leaks?

a. nosecup valve disc missing
b. side voicemitter installed with

four bumps facing in
c. harness put on backward
d. outserts left on

b. cover shiny spots
with solid film lube

a. send it to the depot
for repairs

d. make the rest of the
receiver just as shiny

c. cover spots with
black shoe

b. side voicemitter
installed with four
bumps facing in

a. nosecup valve disc
missing

You made it,

Sergeant.

You’ve just won

a hundred

thousand

dollars!

Hmm...

that is a

tough one.

I’d like to

use my fifty-

fifty, feebus.

a missing nose-

cup valve causes

the lenses to

fog, but doesn’t

cause a leak. 

my

answer

is b.

Y-yes

feebus…

That’s

my final

answer.
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Your next question

pays five hundred

thousand dollars. 

I-I’m

ready,

feebus.

“Okay, which gun needs to

be headspaced and timed

everytime you use it?”

half-

mast

says the

answer

is D.

Is that

your

answer?

Your

final

answer?

Y-yes

…it

is.

Okay. Let’s

all see the

answer.

This is it, Sergeant.

your question For a

million dollars...

“...How close to the ground

should you keep the head of

the AN/PSS-12 mine detector?

any higher

than 2

inches

and you

could

miss a

mine.

M-my

answer

is...B!

Is that

your final

answer?

It

is.

which gun needs
to be headspaced
and timed every-
time you use it?

a. M16 rifle
b. MK 19 machine gun
c. M240 machine gun
d. M2 machine gun

How close to the
ground should you
keep the head of

the AN/PSS-12
mine detector?
no higher than:

a. 1 inch
b. 2 inches
c. 6 inches
d. 12 inches

b. MK 19 machine guna. M16 rifle

d. M2 machine gunc. M240 machine gun

half-mast is

right! You’ve just

won five hundred

thousand dollars!

b. 2 inchesa. 1 inch

d. 12 inchesc. 6 inches

B is the
correct
answer!

I want to

call Master

Sergeant

Half-mast.

I-I’d like to use

my last lifeline

to answer this

one, feebus.

Okay...

DSN, get

sergeant

half-mast.

no sweat!

the answer

is D-

the m2

machine

gun!

This is

your last

question...

...And you’re

out of lifelines.

For a million

dollars, What’s

your answer?
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CH-47D…
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When aircraft broil in the summer heat on the flight line, oil heats up and
expands. If it has no place to expand, it will blow out rotor head seals. Then oil gets
on the rotor blades and on top of your aircraft. That makes the aircraft dangerously
slippery for anyone walking or working there.    

When you service the oil reservoirs on the hub oil tank, the pitch bearing oil tank,
or the vertical hinge pin oil tank, rotate the blades. That levels off the oil in the sight
indicators so you can get a correct reading before you start filling reservoirs. Then
fill the reservoirs until the level reaches only halfway on the sight glass. That’s the
word in Tasks 1-55 to 1-57 of TM 55-1520- 240-23.

Looks

like you

need

more oil!

You’ve got that

right. I Couldn’t

have said it

better, feebus!

Filling a morning coffee cup to the brim is most mechanics’ recipe for a perfect
start to the day. 

But filling the forward and aft rotor head oil reservoirs to the brim on a Chinook
is a recipe for ruining the rest of that day, mechanics. 

If the oil reservoirs are low and need oil, fill ‘em no more
than half full. 

Check all oil reservoirs

You’ve just

won yourself

a million 

dollars,

Sgt. O’Hara.

Your pm

knowledge

has made

you rich!!

And if you

use your

maintenance

knowledge

everyday…

…it’ll keep your

equipment moving,

shooting and

communicating!

Hey,

buddy…

I don’t

think so!

half full

is enough

for my

reservoirs!
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